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First things firsté

·For simplicity, we will use ñchurchò to refer to:

¶Churches

¶Synagogues

¶Temples

¶Mosqueséetc.
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First things firsté

·Similarly, we will use ñpastorò to represent:

¶Preachers

¶Bishops

¶Priests

¶Rabbiséetc.
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First things firsté

·This presentation is designed to familiarize you with some 
of the issues and solutions that can help you prepare and 
respond to an act of violence in your place of worship.

·Teaching specific tactics and weapon handling are beyond 
the scope are of tonightôs presentation.  
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First things firsté

·We hope to equip you to answer 
questions from your congregation & 
staff should you choose to implement 
these strategies.
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BACKGROUND

·Foolish topic .

·Some people have just never 
thought of it before

·Bad things canôt happen in churches

·Church security is lack of faith in God
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2012 HAWKINS SURVEY

·400 churches polled

·75% did not have an emergency or 
security plan in place
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GOD USING HIS FLOCK

·God uses His people to carry out his 
plan .

·We would like to give you suggestions 
to help provide a safe place to worship.

·Letôs talk about some of the risks facing 
todayôs churches.
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RISKS

Our churches face NATURAL DISASTERS such as:

¶Fires

¶Floods

¶Earthquakes
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RISKS

We face INFRASTRUCTURE problems like

·Power grid failure

·Contaminated water supply

·Inoperable transportation networks.
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RISKS

·Churches also face HUMAN - CAUSED DISASTERS . 
Some are unintentional such as hazmat spills and traffic 
accidents.

·The focus of this presentation will be the other type of 
human -caused disasteré

THE INTENTIONAL ONE
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RISKS
·Most intentional disasters are criminal in 

nature. Examples of these types of 
disasters would include:

¶Vandalism

¶Arson

¶Theft

¶Explosions

¶Physical violence
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CRIMINAL ACTIVITY

·Crimes motivated by racial, sexual, or other 
prejudice are classified as HATE CRIMES .

·Of all of the aforementioned disasters, the 
criminal ones are most easily prevented.

·Todayôs businesses can be affected by crime. 
Our churches are no less susceptible simply 
because they are a church. 
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Criminal Activity

·Believers are generally regarded as 
trusting, open and forgiving.

·As a result, CHURCHES are at GREATER 
RISK .

·The faithful believe that the best place for 
a sinner IS church and that the answers 
they need can be found there.


